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Cavow, Pnme Minister to the King of Piedmont, had sent
troops to fight in the Crimea in order to bring his country
into prominence. Now he had his reward when Napoleon
III became Piedmont's ally and sent French armies to drive
the Austrians out of North Italy. Public opinion in Great
Britain sympathized passionately with the cause of Italian
freedom and unity, but Britain did not wish for another war/
Two ships of the British fleet \\ere sent to cruise off Sicily at
the moment when Garibaldi wished to land with his famous
Thousand Republicans in their red shirts, and though they
were actually there to protect the British colony at Marsala,
their presence was afterwards taken by the triumphant
revolutionaries as a sign of British sympathy. Later Gari-
baldi transported his men, and conquered all Southern Italy.
Palmerston, now Prime Minister, was known to hold the
view that the Austrians must leave Italy, and Russell's dis-
patches showed that the British Government favoured the
union of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies with the new
Kingdom of Italy. In this the country agreed, and finally
Great Britain recognized with enthusiasm the creation of the
new Kingdom of Italy (I860).1 y
Then came a war for a different form of liberty. In the
United States of America, a quarrel arose between the The
States of the North and those of the South, primarily over
slavery, and from that over the right of certain States to
break away from the Union. The Southern States had a
great many negro slaves, and as settlement spread towards
the great territories of the west, the Southerners wished
slavery to be allowed there too. This the North opposed.
The South then declared that it would break away (secede)
1 As a matter of fact, Napoleon III had proposed to the British Government
to stop Garibaldi from crossing from Sicily to the Kingdom of Naples Russell,
then Foreign Secretary, was not altogether disinclined to this But Cavour
sent Lacaita (an Italian who had become a naturalized British subject) to see
Lady Russell, who was ill in bed at the ume. He converted her, and she sent
down for her husband, who was at that moment discussing affairs with the
French ambassador Believing her to be taken worse, he came up at once to
her room There he was also converted by Lacaita, and all idea of intervention
ig&inst Garibaldi's further action was given up.